 Bodhisattva – Like a Peacock Thriving on Poisons

Peacocks thrive on poison like bodhisattva thrives on negativy. Peacocks live in forests with poisonous plants, they eat the poisonous plants that no other animals can eat, and instead of being poisoned, peacocks transform the poisons they eat into beautiful, colorful and vibrant plumage and thrive. Similarly, a Bodhisattva, while dwelling amidst all the negativities and sufferings of samsara, is not affected negatively at all, being pulled down, or drifting along the samsaric current, instead, a Bodhisattva thrives in it. Not only is he not being afflicted by the negativities, but he can help others who are in samsara to get rid of their negativities. Such is the unusual quality of a Bodhisattva, just like a peacock.

 Bodhisattvas can be around any beings and not be affected negatively by them, be it harmless beings or harmful beings. For example, animals were attracted to Nagarjuna and they liked to stay near him, including predators, with no ill affect. Realized beings like Nagarjuna who are filled with spontaneous love and compassion for all beings are able to affect the beings surrounding them. Beings will feel the positive energy of loving kindness and become peaceful, just like the animals around Nagarjuna. Another example is when we met realized practitioners like Geshe Wangchen of Drepung Monastery, we can feel his positive energy tremendously and be affected by it.

 There are different levels to our mind development. When a person sees another being who has a higher level of mind than himself, if he does not have the mental qualities to understand them, he may judge with his ignorance and mistake them for having a bad mind, yet when he sees one with a lower or same level mind as himself he will understand and recognize what he sees as good or bad qualities. Qualities such as compassion which are achieved by high level beings are not able to be perceived by people of lower level, therefore they may see those qualities as negative instead.

 People who always think they are right and that everyone else is wrong, and see negativities on others and criticize others, they have no refuge, and will not have attainments, because they do not recognize that others may have higher mental capacity, therefore it is the same as not believing in the existence of a Buddha. Since they do not believe in the existence of a Buddha, they do not have refuge. Same for people who are miserly, angry, lazy, bitter, egoistic. These type of people, as long as the hold on to their negativities and delusions and try to justify them, they will be lacking attainments, simply because by justifying their types of mind or actions indirectly by doing them they also deny the existence of a higher level of mind which is free from all the delusions, which is a Buddha's mind. Since they deny the existence of a Buddha, they do not believe that a mind can be developed and become better until enlightenment, therefore, these type of people also cannot take refuge in Buddha.

 On the other hand, people who are humble and genuinely believe that there are people better than them, both in worldly and spiritual aspects, they will gain attainments because although they cannot see the Buddha, but by inferential logic, they can come to a conclusion that a being of higher mental capacity for example a Buddha can exists, and that they can become one too. Therefore they geniunely believe in the existence of a Buddha and will take refuge and practice sincerely and eventually they will gain attainments.
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